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Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting 
Montana WILD - Helena, MT 

May 12, 2016 

Commission Members Prescnt via video: Dan Vcnnillion-Chainnan, Richard Stuker-Vicc Chainnan, 
Gary Wolfe and Matt Tounlottc 

Fish, Wildlife & Parks Staff Present: Jeff Hagcncr, Director and FWP Staff. 

GUL'StS: May 12,2016 - Sec Commission file folder for sign-in sheet. 

Topics or Discussion: 
I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Approval ofMinutcs of the April 14,2016 Commission Meeting 
3. Approval of Commission Expenses 
4. Commission Reports 
S. Din."'Ctor's Report 
6. Montana Backcountry Hunters and Anglers Quiet Waters Initiative Petition - Final 
7. Big Hole .. Beavcrhead River Administrative Rules - Final 
8. Widow Coulee Fishing Access Site Construction Closure (R4) - Final 
9. WolfCreek Bridge Fishing Access Site Construction Closure (R4) - Final 
10. Clark Fork Remediation Phase 5 and 6 Floodplain Closure Rule - Proposed 
I I. Gold Creek Fishing Access Site Acquisition (Rl) - Endorsement 
12. Racetrack Pond Acquisition (R2) - Endorsement 
13 , Sun River, Blackleaf, and Beartooth Wildlife Management Area Inholding Acquisitions (R4)- Final 
14. Nongame Check·Off Workplan - Proposed 
15. 2016 HB 454 Hunting Access Agreements - Proposed 
16. 2016 Fall Upland Game Bird Quotas and limits - Proposed 
17. Sharp-tailed Grouse Transplant (R2) - Endorsement 
18. Bighorn Shl.'Cp Augmentation - Infonnational 
19. Natural Resources Defense Council's Trapping Regulation Petition - Final 
20. 2016/2017 Furbearer Seasons and 2016 Quotns - Proposed 
21 . 2016 Wolf Hunting Seasons, Quotas and HD Boundaries and SB200 Wolf Quotas - Proposed 
22. Grizzly Bear Tri -State Memorandum of Agreement - Proposed 
23, Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Hunting Regulation Framework - Proposed 
24. Public Comment - For Issues Not On This Agenda 

J. Call to Order - Pledge of Allegiance 
Chainnan Vennillion called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. Approval of Minutes of the April 14, 2016 Commission Meeting 
ActiOll: Vice~Cllairmall Stuker moved alld Commissioller TOllrt/otte secollded tile ",otioll to approve 
tile milllltes of tile April 14, 2016, as amellded. ~Iotioll passed. 

3. Approval of Commission Expenses 
Actioll: Vice~Cllairmall Stuker moved alld Co",,,,issioller TOllrt/otte secollded ti,e motioll to approve 
tile ~larcII 2016 Co",missioll expellses. Motioll passed. 

4. Commission Reports 
Commissioner Wolfe reported he attended the Region I and 2 Citizen Advisory Council (CAe) meeting; 
rrustration with Smith River Floaters understanding the rule for having their homemade boxes inspected 
and certified as bear resistant containers; spoke with Colin Maas, Smith River Park Manager on this 
issue. Numerous phone calls and meetings regarding items on agenda. Spoke with an individual who 
encouraged the Commission to look into the possibility of setting aside a percentage of limited draw 
licenses for individuals who accrued some detennined number of preference points . Discussion with an 
individual who was representing a group of seniors who arc interested in the Commission take a look at 
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providing additional antlerless elk hunting opportunities over a certain age; preparing to develop a petition to the Commission. Would 
like to make a motion to approve a resolution supporting the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Project. 

Dircctor Hagener stated to makc sure the Commission and the Department are covered. opportunity for public comment should be 
solicited before the final vote is made. 

ActiOl': Commissioller Wolfe 1II0ved alld Comlllissioller TOllrtloue secollded the 1II0lioll that the COlllmissioll approve tire Jollowing 
resollltiOl': 

WHEREAS. Montana:S- Wildlife are I.eld in tn,stfor all citi=ens and re{v on a mix of land ownersltip to prosper alldjlollris/. ; and 
WHEREAS. pllblic land prol'ides tlte lion:S- sltare of recreational opportllnity for Montana Itllnters and anglers: and 
WHEREAS. to presen'l! tlte flltllrt! "iability of Montalla 's nafire fisltes. including bul/trout and Westslope cuttltroat, 't'e must protect tlte Nortlt Fork oj 
11t~ Blackfoot. Montllre Creek. and West Fork of tlte Cleanl'ater Ri\'er wlticlt are criticalltabitat for spawning fislt and desen"e to be protected and 
managed for cominlled fislt propagation; alld 
WHEREAS. Montana s terrestriallt"ildlife require intact. large~scale l.abita//o remain strollg in popillatioll inth~fau ofincreas~d de\'e!opmtmt. climatt 
cltange and loss of migration corridors; and 
WHEREAS. tlt~ Blackfoot Cleanl'ater Slt lrardship Proje(.·t willltclp ensure tlte jil/llre I'iability of tlte Blackfoot~Ch:tlMl'Qter Wildlifo Managemelll Area 
"'hic/. sllpports wimering populatiollS of elk. mille deer. wltite~tailed deer alld ol'er 100 other specks of wildlifo ","0 ",iIi=e tlt~ sllrrollndillg habitat year~ 

round: and 
WHEREAS. Montanans who liI'e, work and play ill the areas encompassed by the Blackfoot Cleana'aler Stewardship Project hm'e been actil'e(v inmll'ed 
in the del'elopml!llt of the proje~t ol'er the last ten years; and 
WHEREAS. the COlln(v Commissions ofal/lhree impacted COllnties support the Blackfoot Cleanl'ater Stewardsllip Projecl; and 
WHEREAS. the Blackfoot Cleam-ater Steu'ardsllip Proj« t nill ensllre thejitlure economic I'iability of towns reliant "pon tOllrism dollars in Ihe slimmer. 

fall. willler & spring by its inclusion of the Otauy Recreation Area and the increased management of public lands; and 
WHEREAS. public illl'o/rem!!nl in forest planning alld ,'egetatire treatment projecls "-ill be protected by legisla/ire dire,'th"e wltile helping to impro,-e 
habitat cOlldWons for elk. deer & bighorll sheep thro,/gll sensible management of public lands; and 
WHEREAS, the Bladf.ool Clean\'ater Stewardship Project collaboration has already achiel'ed thei,. stated goal of forest restoration and fish and" i!tllift 
iJabitat restoration through ongoing fimding by the Col/aboratire Forest Landscape Restoration Program, ho"'el'er protectil'e slatus for Ihe /rig/ler 
elel'ation headn'aters has yello be reali:ed. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on May 11, 1016, the Montana Fish and Wildlife Commis.sion endorsed tlte Blackfoot Clean\'ater Stell'ardship 
Project and askedfor ils introduction to the United State Congress as soon as possible. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the Commission direcls tire Department ofFish. Wildlifl! & Parks to send a copy of this resolution to Montana's 
Congressional Delegalion and members of tlte Slate Land Boanl at their earliest cOIII'enience. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Ben Lamb, Member of the Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Project, thankt.'tl the Commission for their support; now is the time to move 
something forward. 

Marc Cooke, Wolves of the Rockies (WOR), supports motion ~ win, win for everyone, 

Commissioner Tourtlotte stated this is a gn .. at resolution, will support, 

Chainnan Vennillion commended all parties who are involved with che Blackfoot Project. 

Actioll 011 Motioll: Molio" passed. 

Commissioner Tourlotte reported there was a grizzly bear killt.'tI in SWt."Ctgrass County by Mr, Titeca; bear was a danger to his livestock 
and was a problem to public safety; Sweetgrass County Sheritrs Department had removed the bear carcass berore any investigation 
could be done; US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is conducting the investigation but they arc hamstrung because Ihe evidence was 
removed; the way Sweetgrass County officials are doing their job, has created problems, Rt."Ccived several comments, emails and had 
good conVt.'rsation regarding topics on today's agenda. 

Vicc-Chainnan Stuker reported he has received over 40 calls and emails ITom Valier, Dupuyer and Conrad residents regarding grizzly 
bears; based on calls and infonnation he received there is a bear problem in this area; n..-sidents feci unsafe and are afraid; several issues; 
will talk with Region 4 Supervisor Gary Bcrtellotti; public safety should be upmost importance. Received calls and emails regarding 
(opics on today's agenda and elk counts in hunting district (HD) 313. 

Chainnan Vennillion reported he has received several phone calls from frustrated Region 3 turkey hunters; need to increase penuit 
numbt. ... s the demand is there and seems like there are plt."t1ty of birds; a lot o f local hunters did not rt."Ceive pt.TJ1lits this year. Region 3 
has had a great spring, Several conversations concerning today's agenda, Commissioner Kerstein was unable to attend meeting due to 
health Issues; wishes him a speedy and quick recovery. 

s. Director's Report 
Director Hagener reported there is a lot more grizzly bear movement and acti\'ity th is year due to the wanner weather; Department is 
addressing these issue but need to work with the FWS; some employees ore working 24~hour days. Environmental Quality Council met 
last wt."Ck; went well ; several issues were discussed. Had a successful walleye spawn on Fort Peck Lake; over 80 million eggs were 
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collected. Private Land I Public Wildlife (PUPW) Council met in April; good progress was made; Block Management, 454, and a new 
proposal for licenses was discussed; will meet again in June. Discussed the land reconciliation issue with the Parks and Rl.'creation Board 
who requested to fonn a working group; contemplating how to fonn the work group. June Commission tour, open house and meeting 
will be held in Dillon June 8 & 9; looking at consolidating into one day. Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (W AFW A) 
summer meeting will be held in Cody, Wyoming. 

Chainnan Vennillion requested to have bighorn/domestic sheep disease interaction added to the WAFWA summer mt.'eting agenda 

6. Montana Backcountry Hunters and Anglers Quiet \Vaters Initiative Petition - Final 
Rebl.'cca Dockter, Chief Legal Counsel, discussed and explained Commission authority for the petition process; MCA 87-1-303 states 
any rules must be adopted in the interest of public health, public safety, and protection of property in regulating the use ofthcse lands; the 
Department has looked at the petition and it is the Department's opinion this petition would fall under the River Recreational Rules; very 
large request; rules arc not in place for the rivers that arc contemplated; if rule making is initiated, multiple phases would take place, 
including fonning a CAC. If thc Commission denies the petition, the recreational usc regulations on the watcr bodies listed in the 
petition will remain as they arc currently. If the Commission initiates rulemaking, the process outlined by the Recreational Use rules will 
be adhered to including environmental analysis, development of a management plan, and implementing the management plan. 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers (BHA) presents recommendations to drastically restrict waterways without demonstrating any 
necessity to protect public health, public safety, public welfare, or to protect property and public resources. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked if rule making is initiated, would a CAC need to be set-up for each particular drainage or for the whole 
package, and docs the Commission have the discretion to direct the DL--partment whether they want one or live different working groups. 

Dockter stated it is not contemplated in the rule itsc1( 

Commissioner Tourlotte and Dockter discussed what the Commission needs to do at the meeting. 

Tom Flowers, Chief of Law Enforcement explained four months the Department was contactl..~ by the BHA relative to this issue, the 
petition progress and how they movc forward. The petition was received and reviewed; individual Regions were qucried to scc if thcre is 
an issuc, and all answerl..-d there was not a issue; potential is there for issues; the Department's stance is the petition is unwarranted at this 
time. 

Act;o,,: COIIIIII;SS;Oller Tourtlotte moved alld Cfta;r","" Ver",illioll secollded tire ",ot;OIl tlrat tire CO",,,,;SS;OIl approt.'e 8ackcOIllltl')I 
HlIllters alld Allglers petilioll regard;lIg quiet waters. 

Commissioner Wolfe infonned the Commission there could be a perceived connict of interest on his part based on the organization he 
works for. 

Dockter stated as long as Commissioner Wolfe docs not personalty or professionally gain anything by the decision in this matter, it is not 
a legal requirement for him to recuse himself, as long as he has infonncd evcryone; it is her opinion Commissioner Wolfe and the 
Commission can decide ifhe needs to recuse himself. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated he feels comfortable with Commissioner Wolfe participating in the vote. 

Dockter stated the two options for the action on the motion is to deny or initiate rule making; need clarification of the motion. 

Commissioner Tourtlotte statcd his intention was to approve the pctition and move forward for rule making process. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated if rule making is initiated, the Commission could deny the petition at a later time, this action will begin the 
administrative proCI.."SS, so the public has ample opportunity to comment in this decision. 

Greg Munther, BHA, explained the reasoning for the petition. 

Bob Ream, Hclena, modest and conservative proposal; supports petition. Asked for opportunity of comment on the wolf proposal; 
surprised at proposal; suggest three and stick to it; biologically does not make sense, need to be moderate and consistent. 

Steve Platt, Montana Chapter of BHA and Helena Hunters and Anglers (HHA), urges to pass the motion; rivers get more use every day. 

Gail Joslin, BHA, Montana Chapter of Wildlife Society, shoreline and aquatic specics arc impacted; chemical pollution; supports motion. 

Paul Rossignol, Montana Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife (MTSFW), supports enforcement's decision to deny petition; problem dOL-os not 
exist; taking time and money away from the Department. 

Arlyn Lemier, Missoula, petition would deny public and recreational acccss; necd to share the waters; power restrictions. 
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Ryan Busse, Kalispell , supports petition and motion; makes common sense; nol drastic approach. 

Ben Long, Kalispell, supports petition; need 10 protect natural resources. 

Hank Fisher, Missoula. supports petition; river use is important to Montana and recreationists; need to get ahead or any controversy. 

Land Tawney, BHA, supports proposal; potential for hann is there. 

Robin Cunningham. Fishing Outfitters Association of Montana (FOAM), supports petition; urges to initiate process. 

Scott Bosse, American Rivers (AR), supports petition; move forward wilh rule making. 

Jerod Frazer. Bozeman. supports petition; proactive and conservative. 

Mike Penfold, Our Montana, need to prL'Serve options along the rivers, supports petition. 

Chainnan VenniJIion stated this is the beginning of the process and conversation for all users; everyone has a voice; does not mean 
restrictions will be put in place but conversation is worth having. 

Vice~Chainnan Stuker concurs with Chainnan Vennillion; need to make sure it is still multiple-usc; thl..,e arc areas where technology 
should not be allowl.~; in favor of moving forward at th is time. 

Commissioner Tourtlotte stated the path is to move forward and put out for discussion; concept is to be proactive. 

Actioll "" M"tim,: Motioll passed. 

Bruce Rich, Fisheries Administmtor gave a brief water update; Sun, Telon and Marias Rivers arl.'U is dry, the rL'St of the state is looking 
decent. 

7. Big Hole-Beaverhead River Administrative Rules - Final 
Bruce Rich, Fisheries Administrator, stalL'ti the final proposal is unchanged from the tentative proposal (see minull."S from the December 
10, 2015 Commission meeting). Public involvement was solicited; hearings were held in Butte and Dillon; all comments received 
supported the proposal except for one. an attorney representing an outfitter opposed the Beaverhead River and Big Hole River 
administrative rules in their cntirl.1y. 

AcliOl,: Commissioller Wolfe movetl ami Vice-Chairmall SIII/wr secolldetllhe motioll thaI the Commissioll approve Ihe exislillg Big 
H"le alld Beaver/read River rilles/or allother jive years alld adopt the Qmelld",ellls 10 ARM 11.11.106 and /1.//.111 as proposed. 

Acti(m ml kltJtiml: kloli,," passed. 

8. \Vida\\" Coulee Fishing Access Site Construction Closure (R4) - Final 
Bruce Rich, Fisheries Administrator, explained the Widow Coulee Fish'ng Access Sitc (FAS) project will consist of rL'Pairing a 400 foot 
section of the L~trance road. Thc plan is to install crosion control methods, reset the bamer rocks, re-gtade the road and put down a 
better basc materiDI to provide a more stable surface. improve drainage, and lessen the steep grade of the road; maintenance to the 
existing cntrancc so an environmental assessment (EA) was nOI required. The project was awarded $1 13,750 in Missouri Madison River 
Recreation Fund grants towards Ihe completion of this projL"CI. The road improvements will have a positive cfli"Ct on both public safety 
and natural resources~ drainagc problcms will bc resolved. reducing future maintenancc issues. and thc road improvements will providc a 
safcr road for public usc. 

ACIion: Vice-Chairman Stuker moved alld COlllmissi"ner Tourtlotte sec,,"ded lire "",t;m. Ilrat ti,e Comlllissioll apprDve FWP's 
requesllo te"'porariIJ' c/tJse public access to tl,e Wid",,, Couleft FAS durillg constrllctioll sclreduled tlris sll",mer. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public commenL 

Aclioll Oil M"tioll: Molion passed. 

9. wolr Creek Bridge Fishing Access Site Construction Closure (R4) - Final 
Bruce Rich, Fisherk-s Administrator, explained the Wolf CrL"Ck Bridge construction project will includc paving and lining the parking 
an.-a, fe-locating four camp sites, adding two tcnt camp sitcs, installing a sl."Cond vault latrine and developing a stonn watcr retention area. 
FWP conducted an EA with a 30-day public comment period; 23 comments were received; 16 people were in support; 5 were opposed 
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either in full or in part; 2 comments from D'.'partment of Transportation (DOn requesting further project detail clarifications; FWP has 
been in contact with DOT to address their questions and concerns. Site enhancements will have a positive impact on both public safety 
and natural resources; drainage problems will be rcsolved, reducing future maintenance issues and the road and other improvements will 
provide for safer and more enjoyable public use; will provide two ADA campsites and allow for a defined parking area and flow of 
traffic; designated tent camping sites will also be provided. 

Actio,,: Vice-C/rairmall Stuller ",oved alld Commissioller TOllrtlotte secollded tire ",otioll tlrat tire Commissioll emlorse FWP's 
request to temporarilJ' close puhlic access to tl,e WolfCreek Bridge FAS dllrillg cOIIstrllctioll sclredllietl tlris Sll"'mer. 

Comm,ssioner Wolfe and Vicki Robinson, Region 4 F AS Program Manager, discussed the public comments who oppose the closure. 

Chainnan Venni llion asked for public comment. 

Actio" 011 Motio,,: Motioll passed. 

10. Clark Fork Remediation Phase 5 and 6 Floodplain Closure Rule - Proposed 
Bruce Rich. Fisheries Administrator, explained the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is conducting a cleanup project to 
remove contaminated soils in the streambanks and historic floodplain within the Upper Clark Fork River drainage. The project is part of 
the Milltown Rc.:servoir/Clark Fork River Superfund Site, which includes the Clark Fork River from its headwaters below Wann Springs 
Ponds to the fonner Milltown Reservoir cast of Missoula. Cleanup throughout the Superfund Site has been occurring in construction 
phases; each phase is associated with a different segment of the Clark Fork Ri w r, each with different construction start and end dates. 
Phase 5 and 6 (Galen to Gem Back Road) is currently under construction and haul trucks and heavy equipment arc operating in this area. 
For public safety, public access both on foot and floating has been closed in this area while construction is underway. Construction 
activities arc scheduled to be completed in July 2016. The current floodplain and river closure in this area of the River will also expire 
on July IS, 2016. Re-vegetation of the Phase 5 and 6 areas is just underway. Phmts in their first growing seasons arc highly vulnerable 
to damage from foot traffic. To allow more time for new plants to become established, it is beneficial to continue to restrict foot traffic in 
the floodplain, rather than open the area to public access entirely. With expiration of the current area closure, DEQ is proposing we 
allow float or wade through access only, but establish a new rule to prohibit access to the floodplain from July IS, 2016 through 
September 15. 2018. There are a few areas where foot access in the floodplain would not hurt the re·vegetation effort. To maximize 
angling opportunity while the plants arc becoming established. the Department also proposes to sign these areas as exceptions to the 
floodplain closure. Upon approval, FWP would solicit public comment and report back to the Commission with a final recommendation 
in July. The existing rule expires on July IS. DEQ has spent over $13 million dollars on this portion of the cleanup. Allowing floodplain 
accc.."Ss could result in significant damage to the e1eanup, especially the vegetation, which would have significant hannful effects on 
habitat developmenl in this area. 

Actioll: Commissioller Wolfe moved allli Vice·Cltairlllall Slitter secollded tlte IIIotioll tltattlre CO"'IIIi.uiOl' propose a hielll,ial rule 
c10sillg tlte floodplaill to public elll')' betweell Galell alld Gelll Back road (Pltase 5 & 6), to protect plallt groU'tlr, except as siglled 
otlterwise, effective JIIIJ' 15. 1016 tlrrollglt September 15, 1018. 

Mike Bartkowiak. DEQ, offered to take the Commissioners out to sec the site; would be beneficial; largest river cJc..>-an·up in the world. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Actioll Oil AIotit"': Alotilllr passeti. 

II. Gold Creek Fishing Access Site Acquisition (R2) - Endorsement 
Bruce Rich, Fisheries Administrator. explained in 2012. FWP was allocated $1,000,000 through the Natural Resource Damage Program 
(NRDP) to acqu ire and develop F ASs on the upper Clark Fork River. About $850,000 of this funding has bc.."Cn dc..'Signated for site 
development; the remaining $150,000 is intended for acquisitions. Starting in 2016, FWP Region 2 plans to acquire and develop the first 
sites with this money, with a short-tenn objective to develop two existing sites and to acquire one new site each year. The goal is to add 
between 6-10 FASs to the Region 2 program over the next several years. Site acquisition will involve fce title purchases, or cooperative 
agreements with other agencies such as DNRC, BLM , and local county governments. The intention is to provide fully developed sites 
with gravel access, parking lots, concrete vault latrines, boat launches. fencing, and signing, as appropriate. All new acquisitions would 
be located between Galen and Clinton, Montana. Currently, there arc only two FAS sites in this reach (Bc..-annouth FAS and Kohr"s Bc..'t1d 
F AS); neither has developed infrastructure; sites will be included as part of the 6-10 planned development locations. A small site in Gold 
Creek, Montana has been identified as a likely first parcel to acquire with the NRDP funding . The site would likely be less than 10 acres 
in size. Currently the site is owned by a local rancher who has expressed an interest in selling. At this point FWP is seeking 
endorsement by the Commission to pursue acquisition of the property. Public involvement will occur through the EA process in both the 
acquisition process and subsequent site development activities. 

Actioll: COIII",issioller Wolfe moved alld Vice·Clrair",all SlItker secOI,ded tIre motioll tlrat tire Com",issioll elldorse furtlrer due 
diligellce towards acquisitioll of the Gold Creek propert)', lVith tlte goal of evelll"allJ' estahlisl';IIg a fllllJ' developed Fislrillg Access 
Site. 
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Dirc:ctor Hagt.~er stated the funds arc from the NROP; not part of the legislalive restriction. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion asked for public comment. 

Action Oil Motilll': Motiolt passed. 

12. Racetrack Pond AcquIsItion (R2) - Endorsement 
Bruce Rich. Fisheries Administrator, explained as with the Gold Creek F AS acquisition, FWP was allocated $1,000,000 through lhe 
NRDP to acquire and develop F ASs on the upper Clark Fork River. Racetrack Pond (nt.'Ur Oct.,. Lodge), will be acquircd by means of a 
transferldonation from the DEQ to FWP upon complction of site cleanup by the DEQ and the NRDP; the property is ",pproximatcly 272 
acres and includes a fishablc pond and significant Clark Fork River frontage. In addition to donating thc land, DEQ and the NROP arc 
also willing to cotlaboralc on FAS design details, and to cost share some of the F AS construction costs; they nCt.'ti to rt.'Ct."i vc dirc.."Ct ion 
from FWP concerning infrastructure design and to receive a commitment from FWP to accept the property once cleanup efforts are 
complcte. FWP is seeking endorsemcnt by the Commission to pursue acquiring the property once cleanup is complete and to commit to 
spending some of the NRDP funds to develop its F AS infrastructure. With Commission approval, public involvemt.'Ot will occur and an 
EA will be developed. Since site development is shared with the DEQ and the NRDP. additional public procc.."Sses may be 
administratively invoked for those portions of the project DEQ and NRDP arc rc..'Sponsible for. 

Action: COllllllissilmer Wilife ",oved alld Vice-Cltairman Stllker seconded tlte 1II0tioll t/lIl1 tlte Commission emlorse furliler dlle 
lliligellce 101l'tlrds acqllisitioll of Iile Racetrack POI,d propert)' wilell cleanup is complele, witil ti,e goal IIf evelllllall)' eSlablisiling a 
full)' tleve/oped Fisiling Access Sile. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Action Oil Molioll: "'Iolion passed. 

13. Sun River, Blackleaf, and Beartooth \Vildlife Management Area Inholding Acquisitions (R4) - Final 
Ken McDonald, Wildlifc Administrator, explained FWP proposes to purchase by fee title, 9.488.26 aeres of Trust l ands m~naged by the 
Montana Ol.-partment of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) identificd as inholdings on three FWP Wildlife Manag.ement 
Areas (WMA's). The WMA's are the Sun Riwr, Beartooth and Blackleaf; the number of acres to be purchased in each WMA, 
respectively, is: 3,410.35, 5,438.43 and 639.48. Total appraised value for Ihese acres combined is $ 11,146,000; Individually. the three 
WMA's acreage apprnised as $6,252,000; 4.039,000; and $855.000. respectively; 75% Pitman-Robertson dollars and 25% from habitat 
Montana will be the funding source. DNRC's primary mission for Trust Lands is to gt.'Oerate revenue for Trusts. Public expectations arc 
different for both types of statc-owned land, and in some circumstances this can be cause for conflict. FWP has be,""R collaborating with 
ONRC on identifying priority ONRC lands that occur with in WMAs. These specific parcels have a higher likelihood of conflicts 
because of their values fo r wildlife, the limited income tht.j' gcnerate for the Trust. and their potential for achieving higher income that 
would be in direct conflict with habitat values. A draft EA was releast.'ti for public review on March 4, 2016 and public comment was 
solicited until April 8, 2016, followt.'ti by a public scoping effort in May and June of 2015; copies were distributed to neighboring 
landowners and intt."I"t.'Stt.'ti individuals, groups, and agencies to ensure their knowledge of the propos,"-d project; 72 comments were 
received; 67 support. 5 opposed; comm,"'1\ts revealed no nt.ow infonnation or cause for alteration of infonnation contained within the EA. 
Under a no action alternative, acquisition of tht.'Sc acres on the Sun River. Beartooth and Blackleaf WMAs would not occur. These same 
acres would continue to be leased according to DNRC standards. practices and increasing rental rates. DNRC proct.'tiure includes well
dcfined steps whereby a Land Banking auclion for thesc lands on a county by county basis will be conducted. As the lessee and 
nominator of the sale parcels. fWP is allordl.-d the abili ty to stop the sale process up to 1 () days before the auction occurs. Any parties 
wishing tt) bid on the sale parcels at the Land Banking auct ion must submit a bid deposit of 20% of the minimum bid price, 10 days 
before the auction. 

AClion: Vice-Cllairman Stllker IIIoved and Commissioller Wolfe secollded II,e III0lioll Illat lire COllllllission approve acquisitioll of 
DNRC inlroldillgs Oil tire SUII River. BearltJotlr alld B/ack/eafWMAs. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Shawn Thomas, DNRC Division Administrator, thanked the Department; outreach has addressed issues; solution to administrative issues. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion asked how long docs DNRC have to d<-ploy the funds. 

Thomas stated the land banking funds have to be rt.-1 nvt.'Sted within 10 years, otherwise il will go to the general fund. 

Chainnan Vennillion and Thomas had a discussion on the ONRC land banking funds. 

Director Hagener asked Thomas to report back to the Commissioners as acquisitions arc made. 

Thomas slate yes, DNRC would be happy to follow-up with the Commission. 
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Actioll Oil Motio,,: Motio" passed. 

14, Nongame Check-Off Workplnn - Proposed 
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Lauri Hanauska·Brown, Non·Game Management Bureau Chief, explained under the provIsions of 87·5·122, MeA, "the FWP 
Commission shall review and annually approve the nongame wildlife program's projects recommended by the Department for funding 
from the nongame wildlife account; the Commission shall provide for public commcnt during the review and approval process." 2015 tax 
year donations arc unknown at this time, the average received by FWP from the 2004·2014 tax years was $27,500/year; as of March 31, 
2016, $20,800 had been donated for tax year 2015. FWP is proposing the following work in FYI7 with this anticipated funding in 
addition to some balance in the fund from previous years: S 5,000 Inventory, monitoring and conservation work on Montana Species of 
Concern and species in nL~d of inventory as det, .. rmined through a fonnal ranking process; S 5,000 Prioritize habitat for conservation 
including: I) identifying the most critical habitat needs for nongame, threatened or endangered species, 2) identHying and monitoring 
threats to these critical habitats; S 5,000 Competitive student stipend for nongame research; 535,000 Wildlife viewing and outreach 
projects that encourage more Montanans to appreciate Montana wildlife. Public comment will be solicited. The recommended work 
addresses several components of FWP's overall nongame management program, including threatened and endangered species 
management, as identified in the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP). Tax check·ofT funding is used in conjunction with State Wildlife 
Grants to address high priority habitat, survey and inventory, and species conservation needs. Alternatives could include allocating more 
or less among these categories. 

Actioll: Vice·Clrairltlall Stllker ",oved allli Co",,,,issioller TOllrtlolle secomled tire ",otioll tlrat tire Co",,,,issioll tematively approve tire 
proposed NOllga",e Tax Clreck·Offll'orkfor Fiscal Year 2017. 

Chainnan Vermillion asked for public comment. 

Marc Cooke, WOR, supports motion; win·win situation for finding common ground. 

Chainnan Vermillion stated it is noteworthy the Department is dedicating $35,000 to wildlife viewing and outreach project to encourdge 
more people to enjoy Montana's wildlife. 

Actioll 011 Itlotio,,: Itlotio" passed. 

15. 2016 HB 454 Hunting Access Agreements - Proposed 
John Vore, Game Management Bureau Chief, explained under the provisions of 87·2·513 MCA, FWP received the authority to issue 
either·sex or antlerless elk pennits to landowners for management purposes. The landowner must offer free public elk hunting, mL-ct the 
various conditions of the statute, and enter a contractual public elk hunting access agreement with FWP. The contract defines the areas 
open to public elk hunting, the number of elk hunting days that will be allowed on the property, and other factors that FWP and the 
landowner consider necessary for the proper management of elk on the landowner's property. There arc two proposed agreements. The 
Swanz Agreement specifics two 411·21 either·scx penn its for Mr. Swanz andlor a family member(s), while the Robert Lee Ranch 
agreement specifics one 411·22 either·sex permit for Robert Lee or a family member. In tum, FWP would issue eight additional 41 1-21 
pennits for the John Swanz propeny and four for the Robert Lee property from the already randomized list of unsuccessful applicants for 
the 411·20 either·sex permit. Successful applicants could only hunt on the deeded propeny for the specified ranch. The Swanz 
agreement was first used in 2002 and has been reapplied annually since based upon continued positive post.hunt evaluations. The Access 
AgrL-cments arc included in the Commission packet. The Swanz agreement has received public review in previous years via the 
Commission's hunting season setting process. To date, that review has generated relatively few public comments. The post·hunt 
evaluations have sought feedback from all identified hunters and the landowner. To date, the evaluations confirm that agreement terms, 
and reasonable expectations, arc generally being met. The Robert Lee Ranch agreement was new last year and got good reviews. TIle 
public comment period for any adopted proposal will run through 5 p.m., Friday, June 17, with final action at the July Commission 
meeting. Failure to approve this agreement may result in reduced public elk hunting access in this area. Existing agreement terms have 
met with positive reviews ofthcse working access opportunities with no adverse resource impact identified. 

Vice·Chairman Stuker stated line 4a in the Swanz proposal should state "ofTer to assist any of these eigltt hunters". 

Actio,,: COllllllissio"er Tourtlolle moved alld Vice-Cltairmall Stuker secolldell tire IIIotioll tltat tlte Fislt & Wildlife Commissioll adopt 
for public COllllllellt tire proposed JOltll SwaIJ: Rallclr alld Robert Lee Rallclt l"IIItillg access agree",ellts as presellted by FWP. 

Chairman Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Chairman Vennillion stat<..>d with the exception of one gentleman, seems hunters have enjoyed this experience. 

Vice·Chainnan Stuker asked if there arc not any public land that arc not accessible to public access that could be included in this to make 
n larger area for all involved to hunt 

Ray Mule', Region 5 Wildlife Manager, stated there no public land that is landlocked on these ranches; they do border forest service land 
which has other public access. 
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Chainnan Vennillion, Vice·Chainnan Stukcr and Director Hagener and Supc..TVisor Bertellotti discussed PUPW and discussions on how 
to expand this program. 

Director Hagener stated the AmLTican Prairie purchased the PN Ranch (48,000 acres) and they intend to cnroll that into block 
management. 

Act;oll Oil Mot;oll: Mot;oll passed. 

16. 2016 Fan Upland Game Bird Quolas and Limils - Proposed 
John Vore, Game Managemcnt Bureau Chief, explained upland game bird season dates for 2016 were approved in February; other than 
those changes specifically outlined below, no changes to the 20 16 adopted quolas and limits arc proposed. 

Crossbows - The Commission previously took action on allowing crossbows for taking mountain grouse and fall turkey, 
but that adoption did not make it into the regulations. To have crossbows included in future regulation brochures FWP 
proposes that crossbows be considered a legal mL-ans of tak ing for mountain grouse and fall turkey. 
Sage grouse - Adaptive Harvest Management (AHM) for sage grouse annually assesses populations and bag limits. AHM 
in the final Management Plan and Conservation Strategies for Sage Grouse in Montana n.-commends a conservative bag 
limit if average lek counts arc below the long·tenn average (LTA) and a standard limit if the average count cxcc.."Ctls the 
LT A. The plan furthLT prescribes a season closure if average lek counts are at least 45% below L TA for three years. Counts 
above Ihe 45% closure criteria but below the L TA for three consecutive years would prompt a proposal to rL"Open the season 
as would a single year with counts above the L TA; in both instances, the closure critLTia would no longer be met. Because 
of heightened public awareness of sage grouse the Commission adopted a conservative lwo·bird bag limit in 2007, which 
has continuc.."lIlhrough 2015, and adopted three distinct management zones for sage grouse in 2014. ThL"Se zones allow for 
management at a scale finer than statewide. Betwccn 2007 and 2014 lek counts declined falling below 45% of the LTA, but 
rebounded in 2015 to above the 45% cutofTbut below LTA. Early indications for spring 2016 are that sage grouse numbers 
have rebounded significantly from rc..-c\..~t lows in many areas of the stale and are above last year's increase. Biologists arc 
reporting vc.."1)' high male attendance on leks, but all data is not yet collected, entered and analyzed. If thl."Se encouraging 
preliminary findings continue, and if the number of birds on leks is above the long·tenn average, FWP will propose to 
reopen the sage grouse season in an:"dS where it is currently closed. Lek data will be analyzed and presented to the 
Commission at the July mccting, along with any proposal to reopen the season in any or all of the management zones. 

No other changl."S arc proposc..-d for other upland game bird bag, possession limits and pennit quotas. If DpproV(.-d, public comment will 
run through 5 p.m., Friday, June 17, with final adoptions at the July 14 Commission meeting. This proposal is based upon field 
observations and regional input and is consistent with statewide upland game bird management. 

Act;o,,: Comlll;ss;o"er Wolfe moved ami V;ce-Clta;rma" S",ker secollded tire III0t;Oll tlrat tl,,! F;slr & "';Ilili/e Comm;ssioll appro~ 
for public comllle"t tire proposed 2016 crossbow regulat;olls alld 2016 uplalld gallle bird bIIg alld possess;oll lim;ts as ,,,,e/,a/lged 
1'01111015. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion askl.'d for public comment. 

Act;oll 011 Mot;oll: MIII;(m passed. 

17. Sharp-tailed Grouse Transplant (R2) - Endorsement 
John Vore~ Game Management Bureau Chief, explained sharp·taik-d grouse (STGR) west of the Continental Divide in Montana are a 
species of concern with a state ranking "at high risk because of extremely limited and/or rapidly declining population numbers, range 
:jJndlor habitat, making it highly vulnerable to global extinction or extirpation in the state"~ east of the Continental Divide STGR are doing 
very well with a state rank of "apparently secure, though it may be quite rare in parts of its range, and/or suspectc..>d to be declining". 
STGR west of divide became extinct in the early 2000s and has remained an FWP priority for 32 years dating back to the Libby 
Mitigation Plan that quantified habitat and wildlife losses after Koocanusa Reservoir was creatL"lI. FWP and a number of other partners 
rc..-ccntiy completed an evaluation of potential sharp-tailed grouse habitat in western Montann~ the objecti \'e of the project was to compare 
habitat variables important to STGR in occupic..-d areas east of the continental Divide to those in unoccupil.-d areas WL'St of the Divide 10 

dctenninc if suitable habitat exists for a potential reintroduction effort in western Montana; rcsuhs show there is high quality habitat that 
could serve as core areas for the reintroduction of STGR. To date FWP has worked with our partners, landowners, and ranch managers 
to complete the habitat assessment. If endorsed, FWP would like to write a reintroduction phm and EA to re-establish self·sustaining 
sharp-tailed grouse populations west of the Continental Divide in two core areas identified as having the most suitable habitat: the 
Blackfoot Valley and the northern Bitterroot Valley; the objc..-ctive is to establish a viable population of approximately 200 birds in each 
area, or 400 birds total; would capture 80-120 birds each year for 5 years in Regions 4, 5, 6 and 7 at capture sites dispersed across eastern 
Montana to minimize impact on local source popUlations. This proj c..-ct would support both the western Montana sharp-tailed plan and the 
statewide Upland Game Bird Plan. 

Act;o,,: COIII",;ssitmer Wolfe IIIoved ami V;ce-Clra;rman Stllker secollded tIle ",Ot;OIl tlrat tlr t! Commiss;oll elldorse tire development 
of a restorat;oll pia" alld ellv;rOlllllellt assesslllellt for sharp-tailed grf,Jllse;II water" MOIltalla. 

73 1 

o 

o 



o 

o 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 
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Chainnan Vennillion asked if there is any historical pn .. "Sence of sage grouse west of the divide. 
Yore state no, there is not. 

Actioll 011 ~/otioll: Motio" passed. 

18. Bighorn Sheep Augmentation -Inrormational 
John Yore, Game Management Bureau Chief, explained this is an infonnational item only concerning the potential to augment the 
bighorn sheep herd reintroduced into Wolf Creek in the Madison Valley from the original source herd ncar Hebgcn Lake. If the local 
biologist deems it necessary and conditions pennit we have the flexibility in the EA and decision notice (ON) to do another 
augmentation. Fifty-two bighorns were first moved from the Hebgen Luke area to Wolf Creek in the winter of 2014-15. This was 
followed by an augmentation of 22 sheep from the same source herd in 2015-16. The ON recognized that, "in future years. 
transplants/augmentations" may be nec,,'Ssary. If necessary. sheep would be taken from the same source herd and released to augment the 
reintroduc,,-d herd. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked if there arc any other restoration or translocation projects being looked at. 

Yore stated not right now, just the Tendoy project is outstanding. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated he attended Montana Outfitters and Guides Association (MOGA) annual meeting in January; he received a 
position statement from the Wildlife Society and the American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians on domestic sheep and goat disease 
transmission risk to wild sheep; good issue statement. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated domestic sheep and goat disease transmission will be on the agenda at the WAFWA meeting in July. 

19. Natural Resources Defense Council's Trapping Regulation Petition - Final 
John Yore, Game Management Bureau Chief, explained the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) submitted a rulemaking 
petition requesting: 

• all traps and snares used to capture or attempt to capture any wildlife must be visually inspected at least every 24 hours; 
• prohibiting neck snare traps within grizzly bear habitat betwccn March I and December I or if grizzly bear sign is present; 
• and prohibit the use ofM-44's to take or attempt to take any animal within occupied grizzly bear habitat betwccn March I and 

December I or if grizzly bear sign is present. 

FWP is proposing furbearer regulations in a separate agenda item. Public comment has not been sought regarding the specific requests in 
the petition; public will have opportunity to comment on the proposed trapping regulations during the regular trapping regulation review 
process. An alternative to initiating rulemaking is for the Commission to deny the Petition; amending ARM rules is not the proper venue 
for trapping regulation changes. Trapping regulations arc seasonal rules adopted annually and are required to be published and provided 
to the public and are not rules as defined in the Montana Administrative Procedures Act. Separating any regulatory language into 
administrative rule prevents the public and Commission from the yearly process of developing and evaluating appropriate regulations. In 
response to the petition the Department feels: 

• A 24-hour trap check is inappropriate for Montana's big landscape and would severely limit lawful opportunity for trappers; 
prohibition of neck snares as proposed is not needed. It would primarily affect public agencies addressing livestock protection 
and the Commission has no authority to regulate these activities; there arc other western states and providences that have 48-96 
trap check times; Idaho and Wyoming have a 72-hour trap check; would severely limit trapp""'s, 

• There is no problem in Montana with n,,"Ck snare traps; there is no record of snared grizzlies; photographs in the petition were 
not from Montana, probably Alaska; snares arc not legal for wolves in Montana. 

• M-44s are already prohibited where threatened or endangered species might be adversely affected; Department of Livestock 
(DOL) has purview over this area; onerous process to get a license; all users arc prohibited from using M-44s in arc.."Us that arc 
or could by occupied by threatened or endangered species. 

Another alternative is to deny the Petition and suggest the proposed regulations during the furbearer regulation agenda item. The regular 
trapping regulation review process considers changes every May/July and allows the public. including NRDC, multiple opportunities to 
be involved in the process. The Department recommends denying the petition because the topics may be covered under the regular 
furbearer season setting process on this month's agenda. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked if grizzly bears arc delisted, would those areas become open to regulated M-44 usc. 

Yore stated it could be; applies to any endangen.~ species; don't know what the political landscape will look like; currently lynx arc 
listed, the lynx protection zone is outlined. 
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Adion: Vice-Cllairman SI"ker moved Ilral tlte Commission den)' NRDC's petitioll regarding lrapping regulations. 

Vice-Chainnan SluNer withJrew I,is motion. 
lack Strong, NRDC, thankc.."<1 the DcpartmL'11t for the lime stafThas met with him to talk about issues raisc."'" in the petition and helping set 
up and facilitate a meeting with the Montana Trappers Association (MTA). The goal for the petition is to try and reduce the threat of 
non-target take to grizzly bears and other wildlife in Montana; the thrc..'C rc'dsonable, moderate and specific rules would help Montana rake 
stc..'Ps in achieving this goat FWP is aln .. "ady following the three policies in a MOU betwccn FWP and FWS; NRDC agrees with the 
policies and feels the public should abide by the same pol ides. Addressing these issues through the furbearer season process docs not 
address the usc of M-44s; petition addresses morc specics than just furbearers (nongame species, predator spedes, wolves, mountain 
lions and black bears); petition also asks the Commission to amend an existing administrative rule which rc..-quircs a different process. 
Asking the Commission to move forward with rule making and give the public a chance to comment. 

Chainnan Vennillion and Yore discussed if the Department or Commission have jurisdiction/authority over the use of neck snares for 
other speciL'S in grizzly bear country. 

Commissioner Tourtlotte stated it sc.."Cms like the petitioners nrc looking for comprehensive relief the Department may not fully address; 
make sense to encompass octions by DOL and other entities; relief the petition is asking for cannot be addressed in the furbt..-arcr 
n.-gulation; inclined to move forward so the process can be loid out and if other entities need to be involved. 

DocklL-r statt:d the furbcarcr 5c.."aSOn regulolionslrestriction arc sct whc..'fl you can and cannot take them. for the entire year. The 
Department cannot fc..-gulate M-44s; DOL and Department of Agriculture (OOAg) n.-gulales them and has specific rules and regulations. 

Din.octor Hagcner asked if the Dc.."Partment has any authority for snaring coyote, fox or skunk. 

Vore stated Department of Livestock statutes aLo;o speak to "predators", FWP is proposing setbacks for all trapping efforts in the 
furbcarc..-r regulations to reduce potential for conflicts with public land rccreationists and their domestic dogs . 

Commissioner Wolfe asked for an explanation how M-44s arc currently used in Montana and are thc..'Y used on public lands. 

Yore stDted the training manual for M-44s has 26 regulotions that OJ person needs to (ollow in order to have a license; cannot be usc.."d fOt 
recreational harvest, depredation only. 

CommissioRl. .. "f Wolfe stated he is an opponent of M-44s on public land bL"Cause of personal experience. 

Vice-Chainnan Stukc..~ stated M-44s arc usc.-d in the eastern part of the state for coyotes; have neVL"f" seen them used on public land; spring 
livestock is on dcc..'tIL-d land until the first of May and the only means of taking coyotes that arc depredating livestock is with M-44s; signs 
are posted. Pt..'1ition itl'tllS should be addressed with other furbc.."iJrer rcgulodons in Commission season selling. 

Sirong stated the DOAg has a set of rules thaI govern the usc M-44s; anyone in Montonn who n .. "Ccivc..'S a certification can usc M-44s: 
primarily used by the fedcral government but there arc several other private applicators; recreational public lands Dre the only part that 
are prohibitt:d, can be used on other areas of public land. Rcs(X."Ctfully disagrees with the Dc.."artmcnt; the Commission docs have 
authority to regulate. 

Vice .. Chainnan Slated he has said in the past and would still like to have a meeting with DOL to discuss several issuL"S. 

Actioll: Vice~Cltairmall SlIlker mOlled alld Clla;r",a" Vermillioll secollded Ille ",Ot;Oll ,IIalll,e Com",issioll dell)' NRDC's petitioll 
regardillg trappillg reglllaliolls/or Illose reaSOIlS, alld Ille Com",iss;oll "eeds 10 I,alle a meet;IIg willi tile Departmelll of Liveslock .. 

Chainnan Vcnnillion asked for public comment. 

Maggie Nuttt..>r, Marias River Livestock Association (MLA). values her right to protc.."Ct livestock; M-44s arc used on coyotes; docs not 
want M-44s removed; supports motion. 

Toby Walrath, MTA, against proposal; met with the Department and Strong; Strong Statl"'" the 24·hour Imp check should be something 
that should be implL-ml'fltcd for ethical reasons and was not specific to the grizzly bear deJisting; accepting a pc..1ition from a New York 
basc.-d organization that did not include input from Montano trapping e"perts is unacceptable; future mcctings with the Commission are 
wclcomc.""'; rt..'quL"Sls the proposal is denied; unn.-asonablc for trappers in Montana. 

Jeff, Livingston, agrees with Mr. Walmth's synopsis of the situation. 

Marc Cook, WOR, supports petition; when politicians gel involved with decisions regarding wildlife, it doesn ' t come out well ; let the 
genl'rdl public way in on the petition and move forward ; 24-hour trap check is not an unreasonable amount of time. Asked Vice
Chainnan Stuker if the M-44s arc retrieved once used. 
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Chainnan Stuker replied, yes, they do. 
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Bob Shf.1'pard, MTA, against petition; agrees with Mr. Walrath's statement; continual sources of amazement of how people in New York 
City can figure out how Montana can manage our wildlife and regulate Montanans. 

Mac Minard, MOGA, against petition, supports motion; in favor of a stand down and encourage communication with DOL. 

Tom Barnes, Dillon, concurs with Mr. Walmth's and Mr. Sheppard's comments. 

Paul Rossignol, MTSFW, deny petition; coming from people who do not understand Montana trapping; deviation of the way decisions 
should be made. 

Robyn Ankin, Seeley Lake, supports Mr. Sheppard's and Mr. Walrath's comments. 

Tim McKenrick, Boulder, supports Mr. Walrath's and Mr. Sheppard's comments. 

Burt Wustner, MTSFW/MTA, supports motion, against petition; agrees with Mr. Walrath's and Mr. Sheppard; Montana issue, not 
another state. 

Dagmar Riddle, Whitehall, supports petition; many reasons why; cruel and unusual mf.'3ns; predators should be dealt with in a nonlethal 
management way; ranchers are using public land. 

West Miles, Trap Free Montana (TFM), supports petition; not for the benefit of species being tmppcd, not what is best for wildlife. 

KC York, TFM, supports petition, need to do better for our wildlife. 

Angela Blad, MTA, 100% agrees with Mr. Walrath and Mr. Sheppard. 

Jason Maxwell, MTA, supports Mr. Walrath's and Mr. Sheppard's comments; Montana requires brcakaways on snares. 

Lance Jones, Stevensville, supports Mr. Walrath's and Mr. Sheppard's comments; deny petition. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker stated he hopes the Commission supports approves the motion that is on the floor, request a mf."Cting with DOL to 
address these concerns and work out an agreement with both parties rather than being confrontational at this time. 

Commissioner Tourtlotte stated the motion is stopping the petition before anyone can discuss it; if the motion does not pass, will make an 
amended motion. 

Yore stated the reason the Department is recommending denying the petition is because there are more appropriate venues where fishing, 
hunting and trapping regulations are considered by the Commission. 

Chainnan Yennillion asked for clarification that the Df."Partment is not taking a position on the substance of the petition, the place to have 
the discussion is in the regulatory process notlhe ARM process. 

Vore stated the Department is taking a position on the specifics of the petition as well as the venue; feci the venue is more appropriate 
before the Commission in the regulatory setting. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated he agrees the furbearer regulations is a place where much of the petition could be addressed; concerned 
about the M-44 issue; likes Vice-Chainnan Stuker's suggestion to meet with DOL; will vote in favor of motion. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated Mr. Strong went out of his way to be non-confrontational, non-decisive and polite to people that disagree 
with him; the opposing side is focusing on and alleges Mr. Strong is a nonresident; he grew up in Great Falls and employees he works 
with live in Montana, and have every right to participate in this process just likc trappers do; suggests in the future not to use divisive 
language; do not help the cause; will votc to deny petition; everyone has a role and everyone needs to respect that. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker stated he agrees with Chainnan Vennillion; not only with this issue but all issues; stick with the facts; do not 
belittle the other side. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated trap checks can be put in today's furbearer regulations and direct the Department to try and f.ostablish a 
fonnal communication process with DOL, and encourage MTA and Zack Strong and supporters, to be involved with the communication 
effort. 
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AJ1e - Cltairman Vermillion, Vice-Cltairman Stllker and Commissioner Wolfe 
Na), - Commissioller TOllrtlotte 

20. 2016/2017 Furbearer Seasons and 2016 Quotas - Proposed 
John Yore, Game Management Bureau Chief, explained furbearer season struclure and quotas are defined by the Commission. Proposed 
changes for 2016 are addressed below; all other season clements and quotas. including fisher quotas, arc proposed as unchangt.-d from 
2015. 

• Statewide: Establish tmpping setbacks on fedeml and state public land for all species at all limes to reduce the likelihood or 
unintentional capture of dogs. This change will extend the regulations and setbacks the Department currently has for wolves 
and furbearers during tmpping season to yearpround for all specit.'S including predators such as coyotes and non-game wildlife 
such as foxes. 

• Region I: Increase otter quota from 23 to 28. 
• Region 2: Increase bobcat quota from 180 to 200. 
• Region 6: Decrease swift fox quota from 30 to 10. 

• The data for fisher did not indicate a biological need to adjust the harvest quota (5) or female subquota (2) in Region ) and 2 at 
this time; the data demonslmtes the importance and utility for documenting and monitoring the fisher status, and justifies the 
continuing cotlection of harvested fisher and other fisher mortalities in the future. 

There are biological justifications for proposals, and provide sound furbearer management to include trapping with considemtion or 
comments and conct."11ts from other user groups. The intent is to reasonably share the landscape, associatt.'tI resourct.'S and opportunities 
to the extent possible. Public comment period will run through 5 p.m., Friday, June 17, with final adoptions at the July 14 Commission 
meeting. 

Action: Vice-Cltalrman Stllker moved alld Co",missioner Wolfe secondeli tlte motion tltat tlte Commission approve for public 
COlJllllelJt tire prop"sed 2015fllrbearer seasml strllctllre alld qlwta clranges as prt'poseti bJ' ti,e Departmellt. 

Commissioner Wolfe asked if the fisher population is at a level where only seven fishers can be harvested, why arc we harvesting any 
fishers. 

Yore explained tht.Te is a female sub-quota associated whh the quota of seven, when the sub-quola is reached the season is closed; Ihe 
current combined quola of seven has been sustainable for a number of years. 

Commissioner Wolfe asked if the fisher quota was Zt."fO, could there bc an expansion of the remnant population of native fishers along the 
IdaholMontana bonier. 

Yore stated he dOl.'Sn ' t believe it would; the current harvest is light; the population is mainly in Idaho and enter inlo Montana along the 
Bitterroot Mountains. The Department dt."Crt."8sed the quotas in the mid-1990s; the age/sex mt io of the harvest did change,. and brought 
down within the perimeters, which have been establisht.-d. 

Mike Thompson, Region 2 Wildlife Manager. explained the population productivity over the pasl years. 

Yore stated he spoke with Tim Their, Region I forbear Biologist. who stated the sample size is low, but indicates everylhing is alright 
and is similar to Region 2; not a native popularion. a result of past transplants. 

Neil Anderson. Region I Wildlife Progmm Manager, fisher harvest is low, quota of 2; 20 I 0-2015 total of 9 fisher were harvt..'Sled, five 
adults, 3 juveniit.'S and one unknown; number of juveniles per adult female has increased over time; on the border where would like to be; 
fair amount of reproduction occurring and heading in the right direction; Idaho suggests Region I does not have a lot of prime fisher 
habitat; not impacting the ovemll fisher population by taking a couple fisher. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated Idaho has a stronger fisher population than Montana and they ha.ve no fisher season. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker and Vore discussed setAback trap authority and regulations. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Toby Walrath, MTA, supports changes in quota based on biological evidence; supports not changing the fisher quota; discussed arc 
spring regional meetings. 

Commissioner Wolfe and Walrath discussed fisher/martin trapping. 

Marc Cooke, WOR. recommends 24-hour tmp cht."Ck for wolves. 
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Kylie Paul, Defenders of Wildlife (DOW), concerned about fishers in Montana; asking to put a moratorium on fishers, modify martin 
trap boxes, need to have a monitoring program and a multi-agency fisher strategy conservation plan. 

Bob Sheppard, Ovando, supports MTA comments; set-backs need to be re-evaluated. 

Burt Wustner, Lolo, supports MTA comments and FWP recommendations; fisher market is down. 

Ilona Popper, Gardner, supports DOW fisher comments; supports farthest possible set-backs on traps. 

JcfT, Livingston, supports MTA comments. 

Dagmar Riddle, Whitehall, supports DOW comments; against trapping. 

KC York, Trap Free Montana Public Lands (TFMPL), website or current harvest hotline for otter does not give up-to-date infonnation; 
trappers wait to bring in animals; against proposal. 

John Wilson, MTA, supports MTA comments, Region 2 proposal and Bob Sheppard's comments. 

Sue Ann Stephenson-Love, Grc:at Falls, supports DOW comments. 

Commissioner Wolfe asked what species arc trapped with leghold land traps sets other than bobcat and wolv(."S that fall under the 
furbearer regulations. 

Vore stated leghold land sets can be used for martin and fisher. 

Walrath stated any animal could be caught, depending on the technique. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated he will offer a friendly amendment to the proposed motion. 

Amelldmellt to l'tIotioll: Commissioller Wolfe 1II0ved allli Vice-Clrairmall SllIker secolltled tire 1II0lioll to motlW' tire fisher harvest ill 
Regioll I allli Regio" 2 Ir",,, tire cllrrelltl)1 proposed levels 10 :oero. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated this is the beginning of public comment. 

AClioll Oil Illolioll: Alotio" passed. 

11. 1016 Wolf Hunting S.asons, Quotas and HD Boundaries and SB100 WolrQuotas - Proposed 
John Vore, Game Management Bureau Chief, explained regulated hunting and trapping of wolves was endorsed by the Governor's Wolf 
Advisory Council in 2000 and is includ(.>d in Montana's wolf conservation and management plan. Wolf seasons have evolved over the 
years from the first season in 2009 having a conservative hunting-only quota of 75 wolves, to including trapping in 2012, to the current 
season with no quota except near the national parks and sportspersons may take up to five wolves. Montanu's wolf management 
maintains a healthy, viable and connected population while allowing harvest and reducing conflicts. FWP is proposing no change to the 
2015-16 season structure with the exception ofwolfmunagement unit (WMU) 313. WMU 313 proposal is as follows: 

I. Increase the wolf quota in WMU 313 from two to six wolves 
2. Institute a split season with the wolf quota in WMU 313 divided equally into two hunt periods to minimize the chance of 

overharvesting anyone particular pack as follows: 
September 4 - November 30 (end ofclk/deer general rifle season): quota of three wolves 
December 1 - March 15: quota ofthrcc wolves 

The quota for the second time period will remain at three even if the quota for the first time period remains unmet. Unfilled 
quota numbers ITom the first time period will not be "carried over" to the second period. 

3. Institute a no wolf trapping zone in WMU 313 in the Deckard Flat - Trail Creek elk closure area because of concerns over 
conflict with recreationists and dogs. 

The objective of this proposal is to stabilize the number of wolves that use WMU 313 by harvesting slightly less than 29% (a harvest rate 
supported by the scientific literature) of counted wolves, allow for increased and sustainable huntt.T opportunity, and yet have minimal 
impact on recreational wolf viewing in Yellowstone National Park. FWP seeks to maintain wolf numbers at a level that balances the 
competing social expectations of stakeholders who hunt wolves, elk and other affected prey while at the same time having minimal 
impact on recreational wolf viewing in the Park for stakeholders with that interest. Since 2011 FWP staff has counted betwccn 18 and 40 
(average of29) wolves using WMU 313. and wolf harvest quotas to date have been set at levels that are a de/aclo strategy to increase 
wolves. The proposed changes to wolf regulations will allow FWP to better achieve the seven measurable objectives for wolf 
management in Montana. The proposed harvest rate of 29% instituted using a split season will ensure no adverse biological impacts. and 
will limit impacts to research and non-consumptive interests. FWP feels this proposal represents the best available compromise between 
two polarized social views. 
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Senate Bill 200 allows landowners to take wolves that are a potential threat to human safety, livestock or domestic dogs. The 
Commission annually approves a quota for SB 200 lake; last year was up to 100 in separate Commission-approved intL'lVals of 25. Few 
wolves arc taken under SB 200 with 6 in 2014 and 12 in 2015. FWP proposes no change to the SB 200 quotas . 

Public comment period will run through 5 p.m ., Friday, June 17, and final ac' ion Dt the July Commission meeting. This mostly status quo 
proposal is aligned with known biology, management history and experience, livestock depredation trends , survey efforts, and public 
comment. It's consistL~t with wolf season objectives, other species management and continues to value wolves as an integral component 
of functioning ecosystems. The proposal is consistent with the Montana Gray Wolf Management Plan. 

AClioll: Chairmall Vermillioll moved alld Vice-Chair",all SIIlker secOilded the motioll Ihal Ihe Com",issioll approve for public 
ctJII""ellllhe proposed 2016-2017 IVol/seasoli as preseliled bJ' FJI'P. 

Chainnan Vennillion asked for public comment. 

Rick Lamplugh, GardinL'r, SUggcstL-d quota of three. 

Linda Thurston, Gardiner, wolves arc important to Gardiner and tourism; no change to quota in 313. 

nknown. increase quota, not lower it. 

Dagmar Riddle. Whitehall, against increase in 3 13: nL'Cd buffer zone around park with no hunting. 

Kat Brekken, National Wolf Watcher Coalition (NWWC), need b;gger, broadL'I" approach to how we are protecting our gems. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated everyone will have the opportunity to provide written comments. 

Deby Dixon. Gardiner, wolfnumbcrs arc decreasing in and out of the Park. 

Emil McCain. Gardiner, concernL'tI about L'Conomy in/around park; not biological sound. 

AI RL-dficld. Livingston, supports proposal; this is a balance. 

Chris Kelley, Emigrant, supports increase in wolf harvest. 

Nathan Vark-y, Bear Creek Council (BCC), proposal targets wolVL'S who spend time within the boundary of park. 

Gail Richardson, Bozeman, wolf numbers dropping in park; lower quotas; leave at three. 

Derek Goldman, Endangered Species Coalition (ESC). rL'tIuce wolf hunting trapping and quotas; will submit petition during comment 
period. 

Unknown, opposes taking more wolves; will decrease balance in the park. 

KC York, TFMPL, opposed of quota increase; what is the definition of "potential threat" under SB2001 

Mark Cooke, WOR, livestock depredation declining; elk mortality can be from other factors ; wolves can help with chronic wasting 
disease and brucellosis; increasing social tolerance dOL'S not work. 

f10na Popper, Gardner, tourism should be major factor in quotas; FWP is attempting to addrL'Ss the concerns of non-consumptive users; 
no guiding principles; number should max out at 150,. , not 29%; wolf numbers should incrC'dse for tourism nnd science; drop quota to 
three. 

Rachel Caldwell, National Parks Conservmion Association (NPCA). recommends maintaining or decrC'dsed quota in 313; exercise 
caution. 

Cheryl Kindsday, Wolf Walchers Coalilion (WWC), disagrees wilh numbers; be prudent 

Steve Clevidcnce, Stevensville, packs within park have decreased; proposed quota of six is unfavorable and a slap in the face too non
consumplive users; no increase. 

Chris Colligan, GYC, simply a social question, several measurable impacts; reject proposal; acknowledge the values of managing wolves 
for the local L'Conomies and other interests outside of hunling. 

Brad Shultz, Livingston, biologists 10 a great job; responsible proposal and supports. 
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Justin Duffy, Livingston, support biologists and their sound science; supports increase in harvest along park line. 

Edwin Johnson, Gardiner, insinuated Commission past actions were based on political action and funding; federal control ovcr Montana 
resources. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated he struggles with Johnson's commcnts. 

Commissioner Tourtlotte statt.~ he is offended to Johnson's comments; the Commission has always placed a value on 313, welt 
documented; no money is involved; iconic place to the Country; Commission has spent a lot of time and consternation trying to strike a 
balance; comment crossed the line. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker stated Johnson's comment was out of line. 

Commissioner Wolfe stated he has never had a discussion with Governor Bullock about wolfquotas. 

Erin Edge, DOW, proposal could negatively impact local economy; reduce wolf quota in 313. 

Unknown, what happened to the habitat for elk and other big game, need study; more wolves need to be taken. 

Brian McCullough, Helena, supports small increase to wolf quota in 313; nt.'Cd to keep wolves on the move; working towards a good 
balance. 

Kyle Korvash, Gardner, supports increase in quota; biologists arc doing a great job; wildlife tourism is up but hunting tourism is down, 
need balance. 

Mac Minard, MOGA, tourism and hunting is a balance; dramatic decline in Shiras moose, believe there is relationship between moose 
decline numbers and wolves. 

Arlyn Lemier supports increasing the quota; needs to save Montana. 

Paul Rossignol, MSFW, elk number concerns; would like wolf number increased in other areas in Montana. 

Matt Cunningham, Emigrant, support increase in quota for 313; step in the right direction; need to acct."Pt proposal for the population of 
the northern herd. 

Gene Kremer, Gardiner, supports proposal; proposal is on track; unique challenge. 

Vice-Chainnan Stukcr stated the only conversation he has ever had with politicians regarding wolves, was at his continnation hearing. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker stated he did second the motion for discussion purposes; feels the quota of six is too high; will vole against 
motion; concerned about moose population. 

Chainnan Vennillion stated he will vole for the proposal; important for public to be involved; asks the Commission supports the 
Department's proposal. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker and Becky Dockter, FWP Chief Legal Counsel discussed the consequences on a failed motion and proposal does 
not pass. 

Chainnan Vennillion statt.'tl the Commission needs to make a decision, not go with the status quo; need a number for discussion 
purposes. 

Actioll 011 A-Iotioll: "fotiOllfailed. 1-3 
Aye - ellair",a" Vermillioll 
Nay - Vice Cllairmall Stuker. Commissiollers rourt/one alld Wolfe 

Actio,,: Vice-Cllair",a" Stuker moved alld Commissioller rourt/one secollded tIle IIIotioll tllat tile Co",missioll approve to relllai" 
witll tile status qllo of two ill ",,,,IU 313 for tI,e lIext year alld all otlrer regu/atiOlls illc/udillg Sellate Bill ZOO sta), tile same. 

Director Hagener asked if the motion includes the no trapping in the Deckard Flats area. 

Vice-Chainnan Stuker stay trapping would stay in place and no split in quota. 
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Ken McDonald, Wildlife Administrator, explained the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) grizzly bear population is recovc.."rc..'tl and 
has been proposed for delisting. The proposc..'tl delisting rule includes demographic critc..';a, including mortality thrc..osholds that will need 
to be met to maintain recovery. The statc..os of Montano, Idaho, and Wyoming along with state and fc..'dernl habitat managers nrc in the 
process of updating a Conservation Strategy that has guid4."<i management since 2007. including demographic crit4..'ria required in the 
recovery plan and proposed dclisting rule. The Conservation Strategy will serve as the post~delisting management plan for GYE grizzly 
bC'..trs. A proposed appendix to the updated Conserv8lion Strategy is a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) betwc..'Cn Montana. Idaho. and 
Wyoming that defines the process by which the three statc..os will coordinate the management and allocation of discn.'1ionary mortality of 
grizzly bears in the GYE. By agreeing 10 the stipulations of the MOA, the states will ensure annual total mortality rates arc not exceeded 
within the Demographic Monitoring Area (DMA) for independent males, independent femalcs and dependent young. The states 
identified adjustable mortality rates to managt! human~caused mortality within the DMA to levc..-Is that will sustain D population range 
based on the 2002-2014 model-averaged Cha02 population estimate of 674 grizzly bears within the DMA (95% Confidence Interval ;::;: 
600 to 747) which occurn .. "ti during Ihe time pc..-riod when the population reached a biological canying capacity. Adjustable mortality 
levels allow for higher or lower mortality rates and correspond to the upper and lower 95% confidence intervals of the 2002~2014 model. 
awragcd Chao2 estimate. Adjustable mortality raiL'S enable the statc..'S to address higher human-bear conflict levels that may occur when 
the bear population is well above the population recovery critl,;on and ensure the population stays above the rl"COVl"f}' criterion of a 
minimum population size of 500 animals in the GYE. The states will review the population vital rates and demographics a minimum of 
every 5 years to recommend appropriate adjustments to mortality rakos. With approval by the Commission, 'he draft MOA will go out 
for public review for a 30-dny period. The basic compom:nts of the MOA are also in the proposed fc.."<.Ic.. ..... 1 delisting rule, recovery plan 
amendment. and draft conservation strategy. which were all n."Cently Dvailable fot public comment through the U.S. Fish Dnd Wildlife 
Service (FWS). The Idaho and Wyoming Fish and Wildlife Commissions are also considering approving the same MOA. An alternative 
is to not enter into the MOA. and rely on the thrc..'C states to ml"Ct the intent of the MOA through coordinated management. this would 
provide less regulatory certainty to critics of dclisting. and will make delist ing more subject to litigation challenge. The MOA is not 
rc..'quircd under the dclisting rule but is a strong tool to demonstrate the states arc collectively working together to mnnoge the grizzly bear 
population. Wyoming Commission approved the MOA and the Idaho Commission will address soon. 

23. GrcotC!r Yellowstone Ecosystem Grizzly Bear Hunting Regulation Framework - Proposed 
John Yore. Game Management Bureau Chief. stated this proposal is not about delisting the grizzly bC'..tr or the population numbers. FWP 
has been active and engaged partner in the GYA grizzly management. The proposal is consistent with the FWP 2013 grizzly bear 
managL'11lent plan for southwestern Montano and is conservative. FWS is n.-quiring Wyoming, Idaho and Montana to outline the structure 
nnd framework of any future grizzly bear hunting sl.:asons. Montana FWP's draft season is basl"ti on mortality limits for the DMA in the 
recovc...,.-y plan and proposc..'tl dclisting rule, which includes all types of mortality, such as road kills and management removals; mortality 
limits dl-pcnd on the size of the bear population. If all types of mortality during a cak'fldar year in the DMA arc below the limits, then 
hunting could be allowed the following year. The number and sex of bears that could be taken by each state would be mutually agreed 
on by the states. but the total could not cxcc..'Cd the mortality limit for the DMA. FWr anticipates Montana' s alJoc:lt ion of hunting season 
mortality, if:lny, will be a small numbcr, less than 10 in most years and zero in some. Monlana' s proposed grizzly bcoIr season structure 
and framework is conservalive and designed to minimize take of female lK .. ars. The important clcments arc: 

• Seven Grizzly Bear Management Units 10 distributc h:lrvcst and avoid multiple harvests in one unit. 8K:h unit will have its 
own harvest quota that will close the unit if reachc.."<.I. 

• To protect femak'S and young of all ages no harvest of any bear that is with another bear or bears. 
• Season dates designed to protect females. Females, especially those with young. emc..-rge from dens later in the spring and go in 

l'arlicr in the fall than do makos. Proposed dates are early spring (March 15 - April 20) and late fall (November 10 - December 
15). 

• It is illegal to take a bear that is in its den. 
• Limited quota of licenses by drawing equal to Montana ' s harvest allocation. 
• Mandatory hunt orientation course for license holders. 
• Seven~ycar wait for hunters who draw a license, 
• Twelve·hour reporting period for harvl'Sts and mandatory chc..'Ck within two days. 
• Season will close within 24 hours of reaching either the female quota or the male quola. 

Public comment will remain opc..-n through 5 p.m.. Friday, June 17, with final action atlhe luly Commission meeting. The mortal icy 
limits established for the DMA arc the result of many years of intense n.'Search. The proposed hunting season framework was IlSscmblcd 
by FWP stafT closely involved with grizzly bears in the DMA. 

Actio",' COllllllissitmer Wolfe moved and Vlce~Chairlllall SllIker seconded the IIIotioll tllat tire Fish and Wildlife Conllniss/ol' approve 
for pllblic CO"""CI.t the draft Memoralldu", of Agreenu!IIl alld tire proposed gri::J)' bear hllntillg season strllc:lure, 

Chairman Stuker asked how licenses would be divided bctwcc..-n resident and non-n.osidents. 
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Commissioner Wolfe appreciates the Departments hard work~ a lot of moving pieces_ Subtle differences between the MOA and the 
dclisting rule; MOA is an appendix to the conservation strategy nnd should be close in alignment with the deli sting rule (explained 
differences); recommends the exact language from the rule and be inserted into the MOA; want to be consistent to minimize legal issue 
opportunity. 

Director Hagcncr stated the stales have worked together for three years and have tried to be extremely consistent, but no one saw the rule 
untit it was released. 

Chainmm Vcnnillion asked for public comment. 

Tom France, National Wildlife Federdtion (NWF), need to st'""P back and take time to make sure things arc done right; appreciates the 
states working together but Montana is different; need to develop objectives. 

Chris Colligan. Greater Yellowstone Coalition (GYC), minor modifications between the rule, state plan and MOA; what is total 
mortality; opposes sport hunting of grizzly bears; encourages the state to take a step back and reopen the southwest Montana plan. 

Erin Edge, DOW, inconsistencies in MOA, rule and conservation strategy; delay hunting after delisting status. 

Ilona Popper, BCC, applauds conservative approach; a long tenn conservative management approach is appropriate. 

Mac Minard, MOGO, supports passage ofMOA and hunting framework ; inconsistencies; nonresident component is small. 

Maggie Nutter, Sweetgrass, supports MOA and plan; management needs to be liberal for public safety. 

Paul Rossignol, MSFW. inconsistencies within documents; hunting season could mitigate depredation. 

Rachel Caldwell, NPCA, docs not support FWS draft rule. 

Nick Gevok, MWF, management population should be based on current populations levels; supports robust monitoring and research 
program after delisting; need to be conservative. 

Nelson King, Park County Environmental Council, contentious process and issue. 

Arlyn Lemier, Missoula, supports delisting of grizzly bears. 

Frank Rigler, Gardiner, supports proposal and motion; need to have a season. 

Bonnie Rice, Sierra Club (SC), opposed to delisting; numerous problems with science; premature proposal; numerous inconsistencies; 
state should institute a multi-year moratorium on trophy hunting. 

Dagmar Riddle, Whitehall, opposed to hunting season after delisting; buffer zone around park should be established. 

Nathan Varley, BCC, need to protect tourism economy; need conservative approach. 

Gail Richardson, Bozeman, against trophy hunting; state animal and iconic species. 

Robert Erickson, should have a high number of tags with lower quota; too many bears. 

Kat Brekken, NWWC, need to take a step back; not peered reviewed; will go through litigation proC,"'SS. 

Alan Redfield, Livingston, supports proposal and motion. 

Nancy Ostlie, Bozeman, disapproves of trophy hunts. 

Derek Goldman, ESC, shares concerns with inconsistencies; elTors in MOA. 

Wes Miles, TFMPL, opposes hunting of grizzlies bears. 

Wendy Hergenraeder, Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), grizzlies arc far from recovered; hunting regulations and MOA arc 
inadequate, will not protect grizzly bears. 
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Chainnan Vennillion statc.:d Montana has historically provcn and set the standard for state management of popular species; restated even 
if the Commission approves the hunting season structure, there will be no hunt in the ncar future; just because thcre is a framework in 
place, it doesn', mean there will be a grizzly bear hunt this fall. The Commission and Department has proven itself as a sound and 
reasonable partner with federal ageneiL"S to manage IhL"Se species in a way that keeps them ofT the endangered species list; the grizzly bear 
delisting is a success stol)' of the endangerL'<i species list Department should be proud of the work they have done. 

AClioll 011 MoriOl': MOlioll passed. 

27. Public Comment - For Issues Not On This Agenda 

Nick Gevok, MWF. moose populations are threatened and struggling. 

Tom Barnes, Dillon, would like infonnation on bridge work happening in the Dillon area, and why is the Forest Service (FS) conducting 
the work. 

Vice-Chainnan Stukc.."f stated the Commission has no authority over his request. 

Dirc..'Ctor Hagener stated Bamc..'S can contact the Region 3 Supervisor in Bozeman but if it is a FS bridge, it is their responsibility. 

Ken McDonald, Wildlife Administrator, FS engineers have condemned this bridge; will cost around $300,000 to fix; FS asked FWP to 
help alleviate cost; still work in progress. 

Maggie Nulter, Sweetgrass, having grizzly bear issues and problems in northern Montana along the Rocky Mountain Front; safety hazard 
for families; something nc..'Cds to be done. 

Commissioner Stuker wants Department to rL-port back to the Commission at the next Commission meeting regarding what the 
Department is doing to help alleviate this issue. 

Commissioner Tourtloae stated these people nc..'Cd answers and actions the problem is being addressed. 

Commissioner Wolfe statc..'<i Defenders of Wildlife is engaged on the west side, in many community programs and working with the 
different communities. 

Brian McCullough, Helena, recommends idc..'fltHYing all private acreage that will be open for shoulder hunts in the rail; article in the local 
paper from Board of Outfitters regarding this infonnation. 

Vice·Chainnan Stuker stated infonnation in the article was not accurate. 

Director Hagener stated the Department provided lhe maps but not the produce the data; Departmc..'11t of labor and Industl)' oversees 
Board of Outfitters and arc requirc..'<i to maintain the data; the Department did not produce the data, just the map because the Dc..'Partment 
has GIS capabilities. 

Mark Cooke, WOR. stated he is willing to approach his board to see if there are financial capabilities to help Maggie Nutter and her area. 

Actio,,: Commissioller TOllrll,llte moved alld Com",issiOl,er Wolfe secollded II,e ",otioll 10 adjo"", tile ",eetillg. Motloll Passed. 
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